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1 Before July 1, 1981, Medicare Part A paid
for not more than 100 home health visits dur-
ing one year following the beneficiary’s most
recent discharge from a hospital or a SNF.

characterization, Medicare will recog-
nize only the initial level of care char-
acterization for a particular part of a
prior SNF stay (or if appealed under 42
CFR part 405, subpart G of this chapter,
the level of care determined under ap-
peal).

(e) Relation of benefit period to benefit
limitations. The limitations specified in
§§ 409.61 and 409.64, and the deductible
and coinsurance requirements set forth
in subpart G of this part apply for each
benefit period. The limitations of
§ 409.63 apply only to the initial benefit
period.

[52 FR 22645, June 15, 1987; 52 FR 28824, Aug.
4, 1987, as amended at 58 FR 30667, May 26,
1993; 63 FR 26307, May 12, 1998]

§ 409.61 General limitations on amount
of benefits.

(a) Inpatient hospital or inpatient CAH
services. (1) Regular benefit days. Up to
90 days are available in each benefit pe-
riod, subject to the limitations on days
for psychiatric hospital services set
forth in §§ 409.62 and 409.63.

(i) For the first 60 days (referred to in
this subpart as full benefit days), Medi-
care pays the hospital or CAH for all
covered services furnished the bene-
ficiary, except for a deductible which is
the beneficiary’s responsibility. (Sec-
tion 409.82 specifies the requirements
for the inpatient hospital deductible.)

(ii) For the next 30 days (referred to
in this subpart as coinsurance days),
Medicare pays for all covered services
except for a daily coinsurance amount,
which is the beneficiary’s responsi-
bility. (Section 409.83 specifies the in-
patient hospital coinsurance amounts.)

(2) Lifetime reserve days. Each bene-
ficiary has a non-renewable lifetime re-
serve of 60 days of inpatient hospital or
inpatient CAH services that he may
draw upon whenever he is hospitalized
for more than 90 days in a benefit pe-
riod. Upon exhaustion of the regular
benefit days, the reserve days will be
used unless the beneficiary elects not
to use them, as provided in § 409.65. For
lifetime reserve days, Medicare pays
for all covered services except for a
daily coinsurance amount that is the
beneficiary’s responsibility. (See
§ 409.83.)

(3) Order of payment for inpatient hos-
pital or inpatient CAH services. Medicare

pays for inpatient hospital services in
the following order.

(i) The 60 full benefit days;
(ii) The 30 coinsurance days;
(iii) The remaining lifetime reserve

days.
(b) Posthospital SNF care furnished by

a SNF, or by a hospital or a CAH with a
swing–bed approval. Up to 100 days are
available in each benefit period after
discharge from a hospital or CAH. For
the first 20 days, Medicare pays for all
covered services. For the 21st through
100th day, Medicare pays for all cov-
ered services except for a daily coinsur-
ance amount that is the beneficiary’s
responsibility.

(c) Renewal of inpatient benefits. The
beneficiary’s full entitlement to the 90
inpatient hospital or inpatient CAH
regular benefit days, and the 100 SNF
benefit days, is renewed each time he
or she begins a benefit period. However,
once lifetime reserve days are used,
they can never be renewed.

(d) Home health services. Medicare
Part A pays for all covered home
health services1 with no deductible,
and subject to the following limita-
tions on payment for durable medical
equipment (DME):

(1) For DME furnished by an HHA
that is a nominal charge provider,
Medicare Part A pays 80 percent of fair
compensation.

(2) For DME furnished by an HHA
that is not a nominal charge provider,
Medicare Part A pays the lesser of the
following:

(i) 80 percent of the reasonable cost
of the service.

(ii) The reasonable cost of, or the
customary charge for, the service,
whichever is less, minus 20 percent of
the customary (insofar as reasonable)
charge for the service.

[48 FR 12541, Mar. 25, 1983, as amended at 51
FR 41339, Nov. 14, 1986; 54 FR 4027, Jan. 27,
1989; 58 FR 30666, 30667, May 26, 1993]

§ 409.62 Lifetime maximum on inpa-
tient psychiatric care.

There is a lifetime maximum of 190
days on inpatient psychiatric hospital
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